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Discourses about interculturality do not merely discover, describe, and analyse intercultural communicative practices that already exist in an objective manner, but actively co-construct them (Risager, 2011; Dervin, Gajardo, & Lavanchy , 2011; Holliday, 2011) . Intercultural trainings and training programmes (as well as any other discourse on interculturality) provide particular discursive resources for thinking about, relating to and communicating with others and thus significantly shape ideas and practices. As Blommaert (1995, p. 5) describes it:
we should not only worry about intercultural communication per se, but also about the way in which it is perceived, interpreted, construed, and structured by all kinds of people, including ourselves. In short, we should be committed to investigating the ideologies surrounding intercultural communication. Culture as an excuse for the "War on Terrorism"
After the end of the Cold War, Francis Fukuyama (1989) declared that humankind had reached the end of ideologies and hence the end of history. With the demise of state communism and the extension of capitalism and Western liberal democracies on an international level, the world had, according to the author, reached a stage of advanced political integration. In summer 1993, Harvard professor Samuel Huntington published in the journal Foreign Affairs a very different interpretation. In his article, "The Clash of Civilizations?," he posed the question, "What is the best simple map of the postCold War world?" and came to the conclusion that future politics would be just as much characterised by conflicts as before. This time, though, they will not be generated by different ideologies or political conflicts; instead, the new era would be characterised by a war of "civilizations" or "super-cultures." Huntington (1993, p. 23) defines civilisations "both by common objective elements, such as language, history, religion, customs, institutions, and by the subjective selfidentification of people" and claims that there are seven or eight "main super-cultures": Western, Islamic, Hindu, Confucian, SlavicOrthodox, Latin American and -only tentatively -African. It is not only unclear why Huntington doubted the status of "African," but also how he arrived at this classification as the delineation appears to be based in some cases on geographical and in others on political or religious criteria. At a time when governments asked themselves how the world would be politically divided in the post-Cold War era, Huntington (1993) claimed:
It is my hypothesis that the fundamental source of conflict in this new world will not be primarily ideological or primarily economic. The great divisions among humankind and the dominating source of conflict will be cultural. Nation states will remain the most powerful actors in world affairs, but the principal conflicts of global politics will occur between nations and groups of different
